Week by week we pray for the residents of all areas within the parishes of

Bywell & Mickley and for local businesses and schools.

In March we are praying for:

The residents of Crabtree Road, Painshawfield Road, Birches Nook Road,
Glen Avenue and The Pastures.
Rainbow, Brownie & Guide units and leaders
Beaver, Cub, & Scout units and leaders

Broomley First School & Pre-School

Fern Hollow Nursery, Playgroups and Toddler Groups

CHURCH OPENING:

St Peter’s is open Thursday to Sunday 10 am - 3 pm
St John’s is open every day
St George’s is open at service times and by arrangement

In a busy world, our churches offer us a space; a moment of calm and quietness
in which to draw breath and collect our thoughts. Many people enjoy walking, and

walk around Bywell, so do go into the church, take a moment...

Similarly, why not visit St George’s and enjoy the peace of our churchyards - or

sit in the garden at St John’s.

Sun Mar 3 St Peter's 9.30 am Holy Communion

Sun Mar 3 St George’s 11.00 am Service of the Word

Sun Mar 3 St John’s 4.00 pm First @ Four

Wed Mar 6 St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion

Sun Mar 10 St John’s 10.00 am Joint Holy Communion*®
Wed Mar 13 St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion

Sun Mar 17 St Peter’s 9.30 am Service of the Word

Sun Mar 17 St George’s 11.00 am Holy Communion

Wed Mar 20 St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion

Sun Mar 24 St John’s 10.00 am Joint Holy Communion - Palm Sunday™
Tue Mar 26 St John’s Hall 7.30 pm Taize Service

Wed Mar 27 St John's 3.00 pm Holy Communion

Thu Mar 28 St John's 7.30 pm Eucharist of the Last supper
Fri Mar 29 St George’s 4.00 pm Family Easter Service
Sun Mar 31 St John’s Garden 10.00 am Easter Day Holy Communion®

* “Coffee & Cake” are served in the church hall after Sunday services at St John’s

OUR CONTACT DETAILS:

Telephone:

Email:
Website:

07342 599803

stocksfieldchurchofengland@gmail.com
www.stocksfieldchurchofengland.org

practiced:
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St. Ignatius Loyola (1491-1556) encouraged people to develop an
intimate relationship with a God who loves them and desires the best
for them. Ignatius Loyola trusted human desires. He believed that our
deepest desire is to return God’s love.

He also trusted feelings. He believed that feelings of joy and sorrow,
peace and distress, were important indicators of the path toward
fruitful decisions and a deeper union with God.

Ignatian prayer is imaginative, reflective, and personal and is one I
use daily at the end of my day as it centres me.

This is a version of the five-step Daily Examen that St. Ignatius

Become aware of God’s presence.

Review the day with gratitude.

Pay attention to your emotions.

Choose one feature of the day and pray from it.
Look toward tomorrow.

This daily practice requires us to stop, be still, and to listen to the
voice of God as we centre our lives.

Stocksfield Churches Together
Good Friday Walk of Witness

This is an ecumenical event held
on Good Friday (March 29th, 2024)
and begins at Quaker Meeting
House, Branch End at 9.30am.
Bible readings and related prayers
will be spoken at each station,
and the concluding
united service, led
by Baptist church,
will be held in
Stocksfield
Methodist Church,
Mount View
Terrace.

Revision of Electoral Roll 2024

Both St Peter's and St George’s Electoral
Rolls will be revised in March.

If your name is already on either roll it will
be transferred to the new one for that
church, so you do not need to do anything.

In order to be on the electoral roll you need
to be baptised and at least 16 years old.
You must live in the parish OR attend the
church regularly.

If you would like your name added to either
Electoral Roll or have any queries, please
contact:

Barbara Braysher,

Electoral Roll Officer

Tel: 01661 843395

Email: barbara.braysher@gmail.com



https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-voices/st-ignatius-loyola/
https://ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-spiritual-exercises/ignatian-prayer-and-the-imagination/
https://ignatianspirituality.com/making-good-decisions/discernment-of-spirits/
https://ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-prayer/the-spiritual-exercises/prayer-is-a-conversation/

My Favourite Hymn...

Last month we looked at verses one & two of the hymn “The day thou gavest,
Lord, is ended”, and now to continue...

As o’er each continent and island
the dawn leads on another day,
the voice of prayer is never silent,
nor dies the strain of praise away.

Verse three reinforces the sentiments of verse two. Another day is always
dawning, somewhere across the world - even as WE sleep, others are
praying and praising still — what comfort!

The sun that bids us rest is waking
Our brethren ‘neath the western sky,
And hour by hour fresh lips are making
Thy wondrous doings heard on high.

Verse four emphasises that message and highlights the nature of time
across the world and the constant cycle of prayer and praise which exists
without our being aware of it.

So be it; Lord thy throne shall never,
like earth’s proud empire, pass away;
thy kingdom stands, and grows for ever,
till all thy creatures own thy sway.

The last verse is surely the most powerful. God’s empire will endure
forever, unlike the shallow, ‘proud’ earthly empires which will and do
inevitably fall away. It's interesting to note that these words were written
when the British Empire was at its height — | wonder how were these
words viewed by the jingoistic people of those times?

However, as it is stated, God’s kingdom is eternal, it remains and grows,
as the second line highlights, but how beautiful is the last line “till all thy
creatures own thy sway” which states that, in time, every living thing will
come to recognise the existence of God — how wonderful, how reassuring!
That today, in such difficult times, is a message | find comfort in. How
bleak the thought of a world without God in it.

In this hymn there is a balance between music and words which heightens
emotion and, for me, emphasises how lucky we are to be given each day
and to try to take full advantage of the opportunity it presents.

The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, Is Ended
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A Prayer for March:

Teach us, good Lord, to serve You as You deserve.
To give and not to count the cost.
To fight and not to heed the wounds;
To toil and not to seek for rest;
To labour and not to ask for any reward;
Save that of knowing that we do Your will;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
St Ignatius (1491-1556)

This is possibly the most famous prayer of St Ignatius and is treasured by
Christians of all traditions.

(e
Did you know...
We will be running a Lent and Easter Fellowship group and we are

returning to the Church House Pilgrim Course, this time looking at
“Church & Kingdom”.

The six sessions combine simple prayer, reflection on the Bible in the
lectio divina style, an article by a modern writer, and time for questions
and reflection.

Beginning Wednesday, March 6th at 8 pm - for further details contact:
stocksfieldchurchofengland@gmail.com
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Sunday 3rd March,
4 pm at St John’s.

Come and join us — all welcome!

Friday 1st March,11am
The theme this month is “Lets’ Hear It For at the church of

Mum”: what it means to be a mother and || Our Lady and St. Cuthbert

mother other people — not just mums! There Highfield Lane, Prudhoe, NE42 6EY
W|” be Stonesy Songs, a Snack’ prayers and followed by refreshments in the Presbytery
activities with something to take away. The T servic s run fointly byt
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service will last about 45 minutes. Everyone
(0-80yrs) is welcome at this service.
Always good fun.
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There is an old Jewish saying:

God could not be everywhere, and therefore He made mothers.

Mother Church, Mother Earth, Mother of the Gods — our human mothers — all of them
have been part of the celebration of ‘Mothering Sunday’ — as the fourth Sunday in Lent is
affectionately known. It has been celebrated in the UK since at least the 16™ century
and this year falls on March 10th. In recent years it has changed and in many ways
resembles America’s Mother’s Day, with families going out to Sunday lunch and
generally making a fuss of their mother on the day.




