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What a privilege it is to be here and active as part of the Stocksfield Church of 
England family and the communities we are here to join in with and serve.

How humbling it is to receive the welcome I have in these first months, from 
the church family and in the communities. From those that I have encountered 
in businesses, gathering places, schools and on the pavements and footpaths. 
Also,  those I  have encountered online,  most  particularly  in  the ‘Stocksfield 
Matters’ Facebook group. Over 150 of whom followed our church Facebook 
page, enabling us to broadcast services live from St. John’s on Meadowfield 
Road,  and  to  share  them  afterwards  from  St.  George’s,  Mickley,  and  St. 
Peter’s, Bywell. I am very grateful, as are those who have been able to join in 
as a result. 

What a joy it is to share in worship with those of you who have been able to 
join one of our services in any way. I am aware that there are those of you who 
I have not yet had the opportunity to do this with. Whether due to holidays, ill  
health or not being able to access one of our current gatherings. Or it may be 
that coming to a service hasn’t been something that you have done for a while, 
or maybe at all. 

Whichever  it  is,  I  would  love to  meet  you.  We would  love to 
welcome you. We are here to be your community and church. 
With you and for you, wherever you are on your journey. The 
church  across  Stocksfield,  Mickley,  Bywell,  Hedley,  Healey, 
Broomley and beyond.

That brings me back to that word ‘privilege’. For that is what 

it is to join you all in that journey as we continue together, with Jesus.

Simon



Helping our Little Owls             
Little Owls are in trouble! Their number having declined by 67% since 1995. This is 
where we come in. A national network has been set up to monitor these wonderful little 
birds in order to collect data to try and understand the reasons for their decline. My 
name is Ian Dickinson and with my friend and neighbour,  Steve Anderson, we are 
identifying  locations  to  install  nest  boxes  in  our  area.  We  are  residents  of  Mount 
Pleasant and both have a lifelong interest in birds and conservation. Steve is a licenced 
BTO bird ringer and has decades of experience in monitoring the breeding success of 
wild birds. He is the main driver for the project, whilst I have the privilege to act as chief 
nest  box  maker,  ladder  carrier  and  tree  climber!!  We  already  have  7  nest  boxes 
installed with kind permission of several local landowners but we still have more to go!

Why St Georges? Churchyards have long been recognised as havens for wildlife and 
St  Georges is  perfect  in  that  it  has  two  beautiful  mature  oak  trees  overlooking 
grassland on two sides, perfect for a bird which favours woodland edges and open 
farmland.

About the birds themselves. They are not native to the British Isles but are widespread 
on the continent. They have filled a niche in Britain unoccupied by any native birds and 
therefore have not had a detrimental effect, as is the usual case with introductions. We 
have two occupied boxes in the area which both produced two young and have been 
successfully ringed by us. It would be wonderful if we could attract a pair to your nest  
box. Thank you for allowing us to site one in your churchyard.

Ian Dickinson

St George’s church is excited to be asked to take part in this project.
These photographs sent by Ian show the birds that have already made their 
homes in the boxes in the local area – they are truly delightful little birds! 

So please let’s hope and pray that we soon get some new ‘members’ in our 
church community.

We will, of course, let everyone know how things are going….



 

FIRST @ FOUR
Sunday October 6th 4pm, 

St John’s Hall
Our service this month is called 

‘Gathering In’ (Harvest) and has a theme 
of being thankful. There will be stories, 
songs, a snack, prayers and activities 
with something to take away. Open to 
everyone, the young to beyond, are all 

welcome at this service. Always good fun

“Quote”
In the words of Arthur Burt - described as 
“just a very ordinary man, expressing 
and manifesting an extraordinary God”; 
this quote was used recently by Simon in 
one of his sermons...

The Christian Life is not hard 
to live – it’s utterly impossible 

to live!

Only ONE can live it!
Let Him! 
In You!

Life is a dance -
Sometimes you lead, 
Sometimes you follow,
Some steps are hard to learn
But persevere – there’s always tomorrow.

It can be hard - 
Sometimes it’s right, 
Sometimes it’s wrong,
Try to move and keep up with the beat
Don’t look back, keep moving on.

Problems may come –
Sometimes you face them, 
Sometimes you can’t
But do as ‘you’ do,
And carry on - you “can do”!

Life is still there -
Sometimes it’s practice, 
Sometimes it’s chance
You’ve learnt the steps - so carry on
The music plays – you will join the dance!

“Dance, then wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance said he”
Sydney Carter (b. 1915)

Sunday, October 27th

Sunday, October 27th

Prayer for Harvest

Father in heaven, all good gifts come from 
you. You send the sunshine on the rain and 
it is through your love and care that we can 

enjoy harvest time. Thank you for 
providing so richly for our needs and help 
us to share the good things we have with 

those who have little or nothing.

Amen



Each month we pray for the residents of all areas within the parishes of 
Bywell & Mickley, and for local businesses and schools. 
In October we are praying for: 
Residents of West Mickley - Beech, Oak, and Elm Streets, Bearl View and Branch End
Stocksfield Quaker Meeting House, Churches Together
All local interest groups
Visitors to St George’s

CHURCH OPENING: 
St Peter’s is open Thursday to Sunday 10 am - 3 pm 
St John’s is open every day 
St George’s is open at service times and by arrangement 
In a busy world, our churches offer us a space; a moment of calm and quietness in 
which to draw breath and collect our thoughts. Many people enjoy walking, and do so 
around Bywell, so do go into the church, take a moment… 
Similarly, why not visit St George’s and enjoy the peace of our churchyards - or sit in 
the garden at St John’s. 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR OCTOBER
SUNDAY CHURCH TIME SERVICE

Wed 2nd Oct St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion

Sun 6th Oct St Peter’s 9.30 am Holy Communion 

Sun 6th Oct St George’s 11.00 am Service of the Word

Sun 6th Oct St John’s 4.00 pm First @ Four

Wed 9th Oct St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion

Sun 13th Oct St John’s 10.00 am Holy Communion 

Sun 13th Oct St Peter’s 4.00 pm Songs of Praise

Wed 16th Oct St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion

Sun 20th Oct St George’s 11.00 am Harvest Thanksgiving 
with Holy Communion 

Sun 20th Oct St Peter’s 5.00 pm Choral Evensong

Wed 23rd Oct St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion

Sun 27th Oct St. John’s 10.00 am Joint Benefice Holy Communion

Wed 30th Oct St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion

OUR CONTACT DETAILS: 
Telephone: 0785 501753  or  07342 599803 

Email: stocksfieldchurchofengland@gmail.com 
Website: www.stocksfieldchurchofengland.org 
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