
OUR CONTACT DETAILS: 

Telephone:  07342 599803 

Email:   stocksfieldchurchofengland@gmail.com 

Website:   www.stocksfieldchurchofengland.org 

 

 

WE ARE PRAYING FOR…. 

Week by week we pray for the residents of all areas within the parishes of 
Bywell & Mickley and for local businesses and schools.  

 

In February we are praying for:  

 

The residents of Apperley Road, Batt House Road, Well Road, & Cade Hill Road 
Stocksfield Community Centre & Committee 
Stocksfield WI 
Tuesday Lunch Club 

CHURCH OPENING: 

St Peter’s is open Thursday to Sunday 10 am - 3 pm 
St John’s is open every day 
St George’s is open at service times and by arrangement 
 

In a busy world, our churches offer us a space; a moment of calm and 
quietness in which to draw breath and collect our thoughts. Many people 
enjoy walking, and many walk at Bywell, so do go into the church, take a 
moment… Similarly, why not visit St George’s and enjoy the peace our 
churchyards, or sit in the garden at St John’s. 

Church Services For February  

Sunday Church Time Service 

Sun Feb 4 St Peter’s 9.30 am Holy Communion 

Sun Feb 4 St George’s 11.00 am Service of the Word 

Sun Feb 4 St John’s 4.00 pm First @ Four 

Wed Feb 7 St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion 

Sun Feb 11 St John’s 10.00 am Holy Communion 
(with coffee after service) 

Wed Feb 14 St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion  

Sun Feb 18 St Peter’s 9.30 am Service of the Word 

Sun Feb 18 St George’s 11.00 am Holy Communion 

Wed Feb 21 St John’s 3.00 pm  Holy Communion 

Sun Feb 25 St John’s 10.00 am Joint Holy Communion  
(with coffee after service) 

Wed Feb 28 St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion 
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It is hard to believe that it will be just over six months since our 
Benefice went into “vacancy”. This has given us a time of 
opportunity, growth and to meet new challenges. So far, the 
challenge of covering Eucharist services has been met by the most 
generous time-giving of retired priests and the practical support 
from the Area Dean of Corbridge; and not forgetting those within 
our congregations who have helped with the daily running of the 
church; all to whom we are most thankful. In this time, the post for a 
priest has been advertised by Newcastle diocese and the brochure 
for applicants (and all others) can be viewed via this link: 

https://sway.office.com/TWRr0bYbqNzOLJ6E?ref=email   

The brochure follows the theme of our journey: “Where we have 
been, where we are now and where we are going…” and is both 

interesting and informative, so please do have a look!! 

The forty days of Lent is a time of reflection as 
Jesus’ journey is followed into the desert, through 
suffering and death, to a new life. Lent can be a 
starting point for transition. Some people use this 
time of the year as an opportunity to give 
something up. Others use this chance to do 
something positive for others; so we pray for 
applicants, and with God’s guidance, ask him to 
send us a shepherd after His own heart to help, 
guide and encourage us in our continuing journey of 
faith and love, and to lead us in transforming 
service, here and beyond. 

It does not matter how the journey through Lent is 
approached for transition, perhaps for bringing 
some personal balance to life, whether spiritual or 
not; being mindful of one’s own well being or those 
of others, it is a way to move forward at this time of 
the year. 

https://sway.office.com/TWRr0bYbqNzOLJ6E?ref=email


My Favourite Hymn… 
 

Over the next two months we will look at a 
hymn that is very important to the person 
writing this article - we hope you find his 
words interesting... 
 

There are many hymns I love but, as 
I’m now in my 7

th
 decade and thus 

‘nearer my God to thee’ (hopefully!) this 
one stands out. The music is simple but 
beautiful and the content is inspiring – 
John Ellerton’s words evoke 
comfortable Victorian ethics but show 
that an eternal truth exists beyond 
them. 

The hymn works perfectly for Evensong 
as, on one level, it acknowledges the 
end of, what we hope was, a good day 
but at a more profound level it 
celebrates the never-ending nature of 
the Church of Christ. As such it is both 
popular and deeply appropriate at 
funeral services, when the given day 
can be a symbol of one’s earthly life 
and this hymn was in fact sung at the 
funeral of our late Queen in 2022. It is 
worth reading the words carefully; they  
really are beautiful….. 

Our Pastoral Family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Would you like to find out more about the 
work of our pastoral group? 
Would you like to join us? 

Speak to any of our congregation and 
they will guide you to one of our team  

or contact 
janisdavidson120@hotmail.com 

 

Our Pastoral Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is not quite what we all look like but 
the sentiment is the same!  

In fact we are Janis Davidson, Jane Algar,  
Jessie Reisner, Anne Standish 

Isobel Halsall 

The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended: 
the darkness falls, at thy behest; 

to thee our morning hymns ascended; 
thy praise shall sanctify our rest. 

The first verse marks the end of day as darkness falls at God’s direction.  Our morning 
hymns of praise have been accepted and rewarded by His sanctification of our rest – 
how wonderful is that image? 

We thank thee that thy Church unsleeping, 
while earth rolls onwards into light 

through all the world her watch is keeping, 
and rests not now by day or night. 

Verse two highlights that across the world, elsewhere from our own restful night the 
Church is unsleeping, ongoing and eternal, keeping constant watch – how reassuring is 
that thought? 

Please do look out for the conclusion of this  

thought-provoking article in next month’s newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sunday 4
th

 February,  
4 pm at St John’s.  

The theme this month is new life and 
new beginnings. There will be stories, 
songs, a snack, prayers and activities 
with something to take away. The 
service will last about 45 minutes. 
Everyone from 0-80+ is welcome at this 
service. Always good fun. 

What does Mardi Gras mean…?? 
 

...the answer to this question is that it is the day before Lent begins 
and, for well over a thousand years, that has meant it was the last 
chance to enjoy meat, fat and other tasty foods until Easter Day.  
The ‘Lent Fast’ was widely and strictly observed, however since the 
Reformation it has not been so rigorously observed in Britain, but still 
people will resolve to ‘give up something for Lent’.  
In days gone by, food in the larder would not keep for six weeks so it all 
had to be consumed. With so much rich food to eat, no wonder the 

French call it ‘Fatty Tuesday’ or  Mardi Gras.  

Quote of the Month:  

 

Each year lent and Easter are, once again, the rediscovery and the 
recovery of what we were made through our own baptismal death and 
resurrection  

Alexander Schmemann (Orthodox theologian) 

A Prayer for February  
 

We thank you, Father, for those days in the desert when, through prayer and 
fasting, Jesus discovered your will for his life and overcame the temptations of 
the Evil one. Help us, during these days of Lent, to come close to you and to 
listen to your voice. Give us strength to overcome the temptation to please 
ourselves and live life without you. Teach us your way. For Jesus’ sake.  
 

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up your 
cross and follow him.        

From the Alternative Service Book (1980) 

mailto:janisdavidson120@hotmail.com

