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As you will have read in the first newsletter, which we hope you found
interesting and informative, the Reverend Dr Pat Moran Gonzalez has
retired now as the Priest in Charge to the Benefice of Bywell and
Mickley. This means the Benefice is in “vacancy” until the post is filled.
However, Pat has left a wonderful legacy of achievements following her
tenure here and before starting her new chapter in life with her husband
Julio, has laid excellent foundations for the Benefice to continue to build
upon for the life and work of the churches during vacancy, just as Jesus
did with his Disciples before he ascended into Heaven.

A sermon given by Pat reminded us of when we wait, we are not usually
just hanging around aimlessly but waiting for someone or something.
When we wait, we are suspended between what is and what is yet to
be. In the case of the disciples, Jesus tells them to wait for the coming
of the Spirit. We might ask why did Jesus tell his disciples to wait rather
than have the experience of the Spirit there and then? So, what does, or
can, waiting accomplish for us whilst in vacancy? Can it be more than
just a period of time to be got through as best as we can. It is a time to
trust in God, a time of transformation and waiting is at the heart of all
prayer. When we pray, essentially, we wait on God and make space for
God. However, we always must face the prospect that our waiting can
go on and on.

Therefore, vacancy can be a time for opportunity and growth but there
will be times of challenge. During vacancy, one of the most challenging
problems is finding sufficient cover for all our services. It will be difficult
to maintain our current pattern of services, therefore a new worship
schedule has been approved which ensures there is one service of Holy
Communion each week within the Benefice. The Area Dean, Corbridge
Deanery and some beyond will also cover services including Baptisms,
Weddings and Funerals when required.

Did you
KNOW...?

We now enter a period, in the
language of the Church, called
Ordinary Time, and this is that
part of the year that is not Easter,
Advent, Christmas, or Epiphany.

But rather than just be the ‘rest’
of the year outside of those
seasons, it is the background and
the norm against which all other
seasons are celebrated.

It is where we start from, and
return to, throughout the year. In
many ways it is ‘home’.

The colour used for a ministers’
garments in this season is
green.

St John’s Church Hall,
Meadowfield Road, Stocksfield

We thought it might be interesting
to let everyone know what is
currently going on in St John’s
church hall.

For the last few years, we have
been lucky enough to have four
regular bookings, although two of
these groups have now moved on
to pastures new.

Our two remaining bookings are:
Feet First Dance group, run by Lucy
Hudson, and Stocksfield Table
Tennis Club.

Between both organisations they
cover a wide age range, but both
are young at heart.

You can read more about their

activities next month.

A church is so much more than a venue for your wedding. Unique and
special things become part of your marriage, on the day itself
and beyond.

You can make amazing vows, or promises in a church and you can
only make vows this BIG in a church! These vows, made in
public, can help you to stay together and grow together. .../

Any one of our three church buildings, all unique in their Jgaipy
own special way, can blend ancient tradition and modern "=
experience to reflect your story, and your wedding can

be made personal, memorable, meaningful and beautiful.

For some people, a church simply seems like the proper place to get
married. Churches can be described as peaceful, serene, or having an
atmosphere that makes marrying there a particularly special experience.
Your Wedding Day is also the beginning ofpyour' new life together.

Church of England vicars can also offer renewal of vows or a blessing if
you have been married elsewhere, something which is increasingly
popular with couples.

So if you are considering "taking the plunge” then please do think about
a wedding in one of our beautiful churches - we are here for you!

Contact: stocksfieldchurchofengland@gmail.com




You can now donate to both churches online — either by scanning the QR codes
below with your phone, or by visiting our web page:
www.stocksfieldchurchofengland.org and clicking on the DONATE button
To donate to St Peter’s, To donate to St George’s,

scan here: scan here:

WE ARE PRAYING FOR....

Week by week we pray for the residents of all the streets within the parishes
of Bywell & Mickley and for local businesses and schools.

This month we are praying for: the residents of Ayton Close, Balliol Road,
Nevill Road & New Ridley.

Mickley, Branch End and New Ridley Road Garages & Stocksfield Motors.
For all who work in the provision of care in the home and

New Ridley Road & Rose Tree Care Homes.

Stocksfield Retired Men’s Association.

Did you KNOW...?

...on the fourth Sunday of each month at 4pm, yah)
we have With Open Hands - a mini retreat held | '
in St John’s church, Meadowfield Road. This

month’s retreat is on Sunday ‘\
23" July and will follow the theme of / / |
‘Playground of God’ with a time of music, ‘ ‘

CHURCH OPENING TIMES:

St Peter’s is open Thursday to Sunday 10 am - 3 pm
St John’s is open every day

In a busy world, our churches offer a space - a moment of calm and
quietness in which to draw breath and collect our thoughts. Many people
enjoy walking, and many walk at Bywell, so do go into the church, take a
moment... Similarly visit St George’s and enjoy our churchyards, or the
garden at St John’s.

CHURCH SERVICES FOR JuLY

readings and periods of quiet reflection.

First @ Four Family Service

Do come along on Sunday 2" July
at 4.00 pm at St John’s.

Our service this month is called a Summer
Picnic and has the theme
that the size of a gift does
not matter.

There will be stories, songs,
a snack, prayers and
activities with something to
take away. The service will ’
last about 45 minutes. Please bring some
food but do not let the children know!

The next First @ Four will be in September
with August being a time of holidays.

St Swithun’s Day...

St Swithun’s day,
if thou, dost rain,
For forty days it will remain;

St Swithun’s day,

if thou be fair,

For forty|days 'twill rain na
mair.

Ancient rhyme

St Swithun’s Day is
Saturday, July 15th.

Quote of the Month:

Thus have we first the sun in the sky, secondly, the light, which issues from the
sun, and thirdly the heat, which accompanies the light - three separate and
distinguishable things; yet as distinct as they are, what can be more united than
the sun and its rays, or then the light and heat which those rays shed abroad.

Augustus William Hare

SUNDAY CHURCH TIME SERVICE
Sun 2 July St Peter’s 9.30 am Holy Communion
Sun 2 July St George’s 11.00 am Service of the Word
Sun 2 July St John’s 4.00 pm First @ Four
Sun 9 July St John’s 10.00 am Holy Communion
Sun 16 July St Peter’s 9.30 am Service of the Word
Sun 16 July St George’s 11.00 am Holy Communion
. Joint Holy Communion

Sun 23 July St John’s 10.00 am it v il foioe)
Sun 23 July St John’s 4.00 pm With Open Hands
Sun 30 July St George’s 10.00 am Holy Communion

OUR CONTACT DETAILS:

Telephone: 01661 842272

Email: stocksfieldchurchofengland@gmail.com

Website: www.stocksfieldchurchofengland.org


http://www.stocksfieldchurchofengland.org

