WE ARE PRAYING FOR....

Week by week we pray for the residents of all areas within the parishes of
Bywell & Mickley and for local businesses and schools.

In November we are praying for:

The residents of Mickley - West Road, Station Bank, Bewick Garth, Riding
Dene, Leah Gardens and Eastgate Bank.

All those involved with Remembrance services
All those involved in local transport services
All those who deliver post, milk or newspapers

Stocksfield Church of England G'

Bywell St Peter Mickley St George Stocksfield St John

CHURCH OPENING:

St Peter’s is open Thursday to Sunday 10 am - 3 pm
St John’s is open every day

In a busy world, our churches offer a space, a moment of calm and quietness in
which to draw breath and collect our thoughts. Many people enjoy walking, and
many walk at Bywell, so do go into the church, take a moment... Similarly visit St
George’s and enjoy our churchyards, or the garden at St John’s.

November
2023

CHURCH SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER

SUNDAY CHURCH TIME SERVICE
Wed Nov 1 St John’s 3.00pm Holy Communion
Sun Nov 5 St Peter’s 9.30 am Holy Communion
Sun Nov 5 St George’s 11.00 am Service of the Word
Sun Nov 5 St John'’s 4.00 pm First @ Four
Wed Nov 8 St John’s 3.00pm Service of the Word
Sun Nov 12 St John’s 10.00 am Holy Communion (said service)
Wed Nov 15 St John’s 3.00pm Holy Communion
Sun Nov 19 St Peter’s 9.30 am Service of the Word
Sun Nov 19 St George’s 11.00 am Holy Communion
Wed Nov 22 St John’s 3.00pm Holy Communion
SunNov26 | StJohn's 10.00 am O O Communion
Sun Nov 26 St John’s 4.00 pm With Open Hands
Wed Nov 29 St John’s 3.00pm Holy Communion

OUR CONTACT DETAILS:

Telephone: 07342 599803
Email: stocksfieldchurchofengland@gmail.com
Website: www.stocksfieldchurchofengland.org

I am writing this article just a few days after hearing the shocking news that
the Sycamore Gap tree had been unnecessarily felled.

Along with many people in our area, the country and even world-wide, I was
saddened and bewildered; and like them I asked the resounding question
“WHY??”

The tree was not only an iconic landmark for the area and had a majestic
presence; it held a special place in so many of our hearts.

We may never know or understand why the tree was cut down, but we must
accept that, as the saying goes, "What's done is done”.

So, we move on - many suggestions have been made as to what use can be
made of the wood; from chain-saw sculptures to benches and seats, all
lasting tributes to that wonderful tree.

Then there remains - the stump!!

Arborists predict it will continue to grow and with care it could be shaped and
nurtured into another ‘different’” Sycamore Gap tree. Others suggest
transplanting a similar less mature tree, or growing a sapling from the old
tree’s seed. All very much long term projects indeed, but the end result will
no doubt be proof, once again, that good will triumph no matter what!

And so; with God, nature and man all working together a solution will most
certainly be found, and in decades to come another special tree will hopefully
grace that rugged Northumberland hillside of ours.

I end with a bible extract taken from Job 14:

‘For there is hope for a tree, if it is cut down, that it
will sprout again, and that its shoots will not cease.
Though its root grows old in the earth, and its stump
dies in the ground, yet at the scent of water it will bud
and put forth branches like a young plant.”’




Services for Remembrance Sunday
November 12th 2023
10.00am

St John’s Stocksfield - a said service of
Holy Communion for Remembrance

Did you
KNOW...?

..... as Canada and the UK
observed it’s very first

Sunday
Remembrance Day to
10.45am commemorate the fallen on
The War Memorial Stocksfield - the Act of both sides in the ‘Great War.’
Remembrance . ’
Madame Anna Guerin, a
10.50am teacher from France, had the

St George’s Mickley - a Service of the

idea to distribute poppies in
Word for Act of Remembrance. popp

order to raise money for
veterans in need. This practice
caught on quickly and has

LEST WE |FORGET continued ever since.

A favourite hymn...

An easy exercise | thought. How wrong can you be!
Hymns play on your memories “Love Devine” - wedding day. The line “All | have
needed thy hand hath provided” sends goose bumps down my spine.
But the hymn chosen is “I bind unto myself today the strong name of the Trinity”
ascribed to St Patrick.
This was our school hymn, all standing in assembly at the beginning of a new term.
Raising our voices.....and then the very quiet prayer

“Christ be with me,”

“Christ beside me”

“Christ to comfort and restore me”.
A fitting hymn for the start of a new term... and for every new day.

Dear God,

ultimate sacrifice.

terror.

Amen

Prayer for November

We pray for all those who have perished as a result of conflict and the strife of
war, for all those who have given of themselves willingly and those who made the

We pray for those who have been victimized, innocent casualties of hatred and

We pray for those who continue to place themselves in harm's way in order that
peace and harmony might be achieved.
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Where We Have Been...

A team from St Peter's and St George’s visit Rose Tree Care Home,
Mickley once a month. This affords us the opportunity to offer Holy
Communion to residents. All are welcome, whether they actively
participate or prefer to listen. We all look forward to this visit and enjoy
spending time with everyone. We are always greeted with ready smiles
and the singing of hymns is entered into with great gusto, we even
have one friend who harmonises, making our singing sound even
better. We are always guaranteed to leave Rose Tree refreshed after
sharing time with friends old and new.

Who Has Visited Our Churches....??

During October we were delighted to welcome the children from Mickley
First School to St George’s, Mickley and Years 3 & 4 from Broomley First
School to St Peter’s, Bywell. On both occasions the children visited church
to celebrate Harvest and were accompanied by their brilliant teachers, and
proud parents, grandparents and adults. The children always delight with
their enthusiasm in both word and song. Thank you for sharing your
Harvest Celebrations with us all.

With Open Hands

With Open Hands takes place every
month, on the fourth Sunday at 4pm.
It takes the form of a mini retreat. This
month’s mini retreat is on Sunday
26" November and

follows the theme of |

“He comes to see us NN
as one unknown, a N/ W\t
breath unseen, ~
unheard”. With a time \ :

of music, readings i
and periods of / / ‘x
quiet reflection.
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first @ four

Why not come along on
Sunday 5th November at
4pm at St John’s. Our
service this month is
called ‘The saints go
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‘@ famil
marching in!” The theme ami y
being Saints. There will

be stories, songs, a fﬁ @@@Gﬂﬂ[@

snack, prayers and R &
activities with something 1]3& @ é} g_

to take away. The service

will last about 45 minutes. Everyone form 0-80+
is welcome at this service. Always good fun.

first @ four

Quote of the Month:

the sake of others.

No trace is left in human or divine memory of those who inflicted the
cross on others. Only those are remembered who carried a cross for

Leonardo Boff




