
WE ARE PRAYING FOR…. 

Week by week we pray for the residents of all areas within the parishes of Bywell & 
Mickley and for local businesses and schools. 

In December & January we are praying for: Residents of Mount Pleasant, High Mickley, 
Hedley-on-the-Hill and residents of isolated homes in the Benefice. Residents of Ford’s 
Rise & Stocksfield Main Road  Brettonby Avenue, Meadowfield Road, Meadowfield Park 
South & The Paddock. 
Broomley First School & Pre-school, Mickley First School & Pre-school, Ovingham Middle 
School and Prudhoe High School 
Broomley & Stocksfield Parish Council, Prudhoe Council, Northumberland County Council 
and our local MP Guy Opperman 

Church Services For December 2023 & January 2024 

Sunday Church Time Service 
Sun Dec 3 St Peter’s 9.30 am Holy Communion 

Sun Dec 3  St George’s 11.00 am Service of the Word 

Sun Dec 3 St John’s 4.00 pm First @ Four - Christingle 

Wed Dec 6 St John’s 3.00pm Holy Communion  

Sun Dec 10 St John’s 10.00 am Holy Communion 

Wed Dec 13 St John’s 3.00pm  Holy Communion 

Sun Dec 17 St Peter’s 9.30 am Service of the Word 

Sun Dec 17 St George’s 11.00 am Holy Communion  

Wed Dec 20 St John’s 3.00pm Holy Communion 

Thu Dec 21 St Peter’s 7.30 pm Nine Lessons & Carols 

Sun Dec 24 St John’s 10.00am Holy Communion 

Sun Dec 24 St George’s 4.00pm Family Crib Service 

Sun Dec 24 St Peter’s 4.00pm Family Crib Service 

Mon Dec 25 St Peter’s 9.30am Christmas Day Service 

Sun Dec 31 St George’s 10.00am Benefice Holy Communion 

January  

Wed Jan 3 St John’s 3.00pm Holy Communion 

Sun Jan 7 St Peter’s 9.30 am Holy Communion 

Sun Jan 7 St George’s 11.00 am Service of the Word 

Sun Jan 7 St John’s 4.00 pm First @ Four  

Wed Jan 10 St John’s 3.00pm Holy Communion  

Sun Jan 14 St John’s 10.00am Holy Communion 

Wed Jan 17 St John’s 3.00pm Service of the Word 

Sun Jan 21 St Peter’s 9.30 am Service of the Word 

Sun Jan 21 St George’s 11.00 am Holy Communion  

Wed Jan 24 St John’s 3.00pm Holy Communion 

Sun Jan 28 St John’s 10.00am Holy Communion 

Wed Jan 31 St John’s 3.00pm Holy Communion 
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WHY NOT JOIN US THIS CHRISTMAS???? 

Sunday 3
rd

 December 4 pm St John’s: Christingle Service  
Come along with all the family to our Christingle service as we explore the meaning 
of the Christian story, make a Christingle and support the work of the Children’s 
Society. Followed by Christmas tree lighting in the garden, carol singing, mince pies 
and mulled wine. Please note there will be a collection at this service for the 
Children’s Society. To read about their work and how they have helped individual 
young people, please visit their website: https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/  
 

Wednesday 20
th

 December 3 pm St John’s: Holy Communion followed by 
Christmas Tea – everyone is welcome to this service, but it is especially suitable for 
those who might struggle to get to church on Christmas Day, 

Thursday 21
st

 December 7.30 pm St Peter’s: Nine Lessons and Carols by 
Candlelight – come and join us as we retell the Christmas story through Scripture 
readings and carols, followed by mince pies and mulled wine. Don’t forget to bring a 
torch! 

Sunday 24
th

 December 4 pm St George’s: Family Crib Service for Christmas 
Eve. Come along with all the family as we retell the Christmas story in an interactive 
way for children of all ages, from 0-80+. Perhaps make an angel & bring it along with 
you & see what happens next…. 

Sunday 24
th

 December 4 pm St Peter’s: Crib Service – Come along and join the 
fun as we retell the story of Christmas with help from the youngest members of the 
family who are invited to dress up as characters in the story. Just turn up in plenty of 
time – we have lots of costumes or come with your own.  

Monday 25
th

 December 9.30 am St Peter’s: Christmas Day Holy Communion  

Wednesday 27
th

 December 3 pm St John’s:  Holy Communion CANCELLED 

Sunday 31
st

 December 10 am St George’s: Benefice Holy Communion 
 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/


A Christmas Posada Journey 

Posada is an old Mexican tradition where, in the run-up to 

Christmas, young people dressed as Mary and Joseph 

travelled from house to house asking for a room for the 

night, and telling people about the imminent arrival of 

Jesus. On Christmas Eve they would visit the local 

church to re-enact the nativity and place figures of Mary 

and Joseph in a crib. 

Modern day Posada uses nativity figures of Mary and Joseph who travel from place to 

place. This gives each ‘host’ the chance to create their own celebration in their home or 

place in the community, worshipping and reaching out to their communities with the real 

message of Christmas and making room to welcome Jesus in their lives. 

As a church we are hosting our own Posada journey this year in and around Stocksfield, 

Bywell and Mickley.  We will have the opportunity to welcome friends (and make new 

ones) as we share a cuppa and perhaps a mince pie together, pray together, and 

remember the Christmas story. 

If you would like to participate, either message Stocksfield Church of England’s Facebook 

page or email stocksfieldchurchofengland@gmail.com  to choose a date in Advent.  

We’ll need your name, address and a phone number – which will be shared with the hosts 

who will be bringing the posada set to you.  (This is so they can contact you to arrange a 

time to hand the posada over.  We will not use the data for anything ourselves!)  You’ll 

need time the following day to get it to it’s next hosts, ideally before 6pm.  The Holy Family 

will find themselves back in church by the Christmas Eve Crib Service. 

 

The Shepherd, the Carpenter, the Innkeeper’s Wife, and the Roman Soldier. 
Yeah, that’s it, all four of these and more may well have had a bit of an 
exchange in that Bethlehem Outhouse. Yes just perhaps, even in the first hours 
of his life among us, Jesus brought together in joy, hope, wonder and goodwill a 
group of strangers whose life experiences until that moment had been entirely 
diverse. His birth brought them together. His life brought many more together, 
folk who might otherwise have never crossed paths. 

How urgently do we need, in our own society and across the world, some 
connections made between the “us” and the “them”; some attempt at 
understanding the “other” and “where are they coming from”. As it happens, the 
last few months I’ve found myself collaborating with a young man a third of my 
age who, following serving a prison sentence, finds himself homeless. I mention 
him here to make this point: I am enjoying his company. His take on the world. 
His way of trying to offer what he can [which includes very good cooking even on 
a camp fire]. This new and unexpected ‘Connection’ has been enriching for me, 
and I believe for him too. 

As we look towards stepping into 2024, let’s endeavour to step out of, step 
beyond, the little groups of like-mindedness we inevitably belong to; step into the 
bigger picture of the experience of humanity, the bigger picture which is the one 
which God loves and Jesus came to be part of. 

The joy and peace of the season be with you and yours. 

A prayer for Christmas… 

Dear Lord,  
 

Thank you for creating us and for 
loving us so much that you sent Jesus 
to become one of us and to be our 
way to you.  

This Christmas may we know the love, 
peace, comfort and joy that only You 
can give, no matter what our 
circumstances.  

May the light of your love always shine 
in our hearts.  

In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Did you KNOW… 

Churches note the four Sundays before Christmas Day; they give each of those 
four ‘advent’ Sundays a theme and light a candle each time. One for the first 
week, two for the second and so on. 

The church counts up, and not down. It increases the light as we get nearer to 
Christmas Day and then adds an extra light on that day. So, a total of five 
candles will be lit by Christmas Day. 

Churches vary in their use of colour in the candles. Some will use all white, whilst 
many only use white for the Christ-light on Christmas Day and ‘colours’ on the 
four Sundays of Advent. 

In our churches this year we are using three purple candles – originally the most 
expensive colour - as we prepare for The King.  

On the third Sunday we will use pink as we are over half-way through Advent and 
it is known as Gaudate (Joyful) Sunday.   

Why not have a look at the advent candles in our churches, and think about what 
the colours might mean to you. How do they reflect your faith?  

Whatever the colour – have a Good Christmas and best wishes to you all. 

Quote of the Month:    
 

This quote helps to remind us we are not alone. We can rely on God’s strength to help 
us with obstacles we may encounter. 

 
“I can do all things through him who gives me strength.” 

Philippians 4:13 

Why not come along on 
Sunday 7th January to 

First @ Four, at St 
John’s at 4.00pm. Our 
service this month is 

called ‘Follow the Star’ 
and has a theme of 
setting out on a 

journey. There will be 
stories, songs, a snack, 
prayers and activities 

with something to take away. The service 
will last about 45 minutes. Everyone form 
0-80+ is welcome at this service. Always 

good fun. 

https://www.facebook.com/StocksfieldChurchofEngland
mailto:stocksfieldchurchofengland@gmail.com

