
OUR CONTACT DETAILS: 
Telephone:   07342 599803 
Email:   stocksfieldchurchofengland@gmail.com 
Website:   www.stocksfieldchurchofengland.org 

Week by week we pray for the residents of all areas within the parishes of 
Bywell & Mickley, and for local businesses and schools.  

 

In April we are praying for:  

 

The residents of Hall Farm Close, Burnside, Brumwell Court, Station Approach, 
and Mount View Terrace. 
Mickley First School & Pre-school 
Ovingham Middle School 
Prudhoe High School 
Branch End Surgery 

CHURCH OPENING: 

St Peter’s is open Thursday to Sunday 10 am - 3 pm 
St John’s is open every day 
St George’s is open at service times and by arrangement 
 

In a busy world, our churches offer us a space; a moment of calm and quietness 
in which to draw breath and collect our thoughts. Many people enjoy walking, and 
do so around Bywell, so do go into the church, take a moment…  
Similarly, why not visit St George’s and enjoy the peace of our churchyards -  or 
sit in the garden at St John’s. 

Church Services For April 

Sunday Church Time Service 

Wed  Apr 3 St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion 

Sun Apr 7 St Peter’s 9.30 am Holy Communion 

Sun Apr 7 St George’s 11.00 am Service of the Word 

Sun Apr 7 St John’s 4.00 pm First @ Four 

Wed Apr 10 St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion 

Sun Apr 14 St John’s 10.00 am 
Joint Holy Communion*  

followed by APCM 

Wed Apr 17 St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion  

Sun Apr 21 St Peter’s 9.30 am Service of the Word 

Sun Apr 21 St George’s 11.00 am Holy Communion 

Wed Apr 24 St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion 

Sun Apr 28 St Johns 10.00 am Joint Holy Communion * 

* “Coffee & Cake” are served in the church hall after Sunday services at St John’s  
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Happy Easter! 

At the very end of March, the day before April began, it was, at last, Easter Day. 

It seems that Easter has been around for a long time already – there have been 
eggs and chickens, rabbits and lambs, cards and Easter cakes in the shops for 
months! 

But for Christians, Easter has only just begun as the season of Lent ended.  

For throughout March the church has been journeying through this season of 
Lent, a time of preparation for Easter, a time of reflection, of looking at the life of 
Jesus and the reason for his death; a time for looking at our lives before God, 
perhaps seeking a new direction, or forgiveness for times we have gone wrong. 
Lent ends with Holy Week as we remember Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem, his trial 
and his crucifixion on Good Friday.  

The reason for Jesus’ death was God’s love for us. God wanted to take away all 
that separates us from Him, all that is wrong in our lives, and so Jesus came, as 
a man, and died for each one of us, so that we might draw close to God.  

The resurrection is Jesus’ returning, rising again to be with his Father God, so 
bringing us hope, new life, as we know God’s forgiveness and can start again – 
new life in his love. 

The eggs, the chickens and the spring flowers all remind us of this new life that is 
ours from God, his love and forgiveness for each of us. 

After the long, grey winter, amidst the many troubles of our world both near and 
far and the time of reflection and looking at our lives during Lent, let us now look 
in hope to new beginnings, new life; light coming out of the darkness. 



SAFEGUARDING…  

FURTHER EXPLANATIONS  
 

It occurs to me as Parish Safeguarding Officer that, because we are 

fortunate in our parishes not to have experienced top level incidences of 

abuse, be it sexual, domestic or in our various workplaces, that have 

achieved front page media status, that we are rather complacent about our 

individual responsibility for safeguarding. I have said on numerous 

occasions in speech and in writing, that fundamentally, safeguarding is 

about gospel living on a daily basis involving care for our neighbours in the 

church community and also in the wider social community. Most often just 

with small simple acts of kindness. The critical factor and requirement at 

this fundamental level is two-fold – firstly that we must look around us and 

be observant to notice tiny small changes in our neighbours demeanour or 

behaviour, that hasn’t been there before, and secondly, the courage to ask 

a question, or asking them round for a cup of tea and a chat which will 

provide the opportunity for a sensitive, sympathetic approach to any 

question as to whether there is anything troubling them or that they be 

struggling with. It may be that they are just a bit lonely and depressed – so 

what better than tea and cake! 

Please give it a try, and remember that whilst we can’t help everyone, 

everyone can help someone!  

We are a normal cross section of society, and abuse is sadly endemic in 

society, in our police forces, fire services, sports, politics, the armed 

forces, media personalities, and in our workplaces, and often hidden in 

plain sight: all perpetrators are someone’s husband or partner, son or 

daughter, brother or sister, aunt or uncle, and therefore it must also be 

happening at some level in our community – we are not immune. This is 

why being aware of how those around are presenting, is so important. 

Quote For April... 

The Saints are God's jewels, highly esteemed by and dear to 

him; they are a royal diadem in his hand. 

 

 

 
 

Sunday 7th April,  
4 pm at St John’s.  

The service this month is called “A Walk 

With Jesus’ Friends”; and the theme is 

‘following a trail’.  

 

 

 

There will be stories, songs, a snack, 

prayers and activities, with something to 

take away. The service will last about 45 

minutes. Everyone (0-80yrs) is welcome at 

this service. Always good fun. 

Did you know…  

 

The 23
rd

April is the day, George, the Martyr, the Patron of England is 

remembered, and is the saint name given to our church in Mickley.  

Saint George was probably a soldier living in Palestine at the beginning 

of the 4th century. He was martyred at Lydda in about the year 304, the 

beginning of the Diocletian persecution, and became known throughout 

the east as ‘The Great Martyr’. There were churches in England 

dedicated to St. George before the Norman conquest. The story of his 

slaying the dragon is probably due to his being mistaken in iconography 

for Saint Michael, himself usually depicted wearing arm armour; or it 

may again be a mistaken identity representing Perseus’s slaying of the 

sea monster, a myth also associated with the area of Lydda. George 

replaced Edward the Confessor as Patron Saint of England following 

the Crusades, when returning soldiers brought back with them a 

renewed cult of St George. Edward III made St George patron of the 

Order of the Garter, which seems finally to have confirmed his position. 
Taken from ‘Exciting Holiness’ Calendar of the Church of England  

A Prayer for April: 
 

Spirit of God, we thank you for raising up Jesus. Though we are yet in the body, 
raise us up too into newness of life. 

Kate Compston 

  

   


