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The Heritage Open Day (HOD) festival is a great opportunity to visit, 
explore  and  enjoy  heritage  sites  across  the  country  that  might 
otherwise not be accessible.  Each year the festival has a theme and to 
celebrate its 30th anniversary, this year’s theme is Routes-Networks-
Connections. What better connection to make than with your neighbour 
or the heritage buildings in your neighbourhood?

Bywell St Andrew’s  is  cared for by Churches Conservation Trust. The 
CCT and the active  parish church of Stocksfield, Bywell St Peter's have 
come  together  to  celebrate  our  historic  and  lasting  connection.  On 
Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th of September St Peter’s church will  be 
open to visitors from 11am until 4pm with light refreshments available.  St 
Andrew’s will be open on both days too, from 1pm through to 4pm where 
members of the Friends of St Andrew’s will be available to discuss how we 
might all work together to secure the future of the church.  

Why not make a visit to Bywell, find out about the history, the present and 
the future of these very special places of worship, and enjoy the peace of 
what is likely the only hamlet in England with two Saxon churches adjacent 
to each other.

The weekend will conclude with a choral Evensong at St Peter’s at 5pm on 
Sunday 15th September, to which all are welcome!



 

Dense Chocolate Loaf – BY POPULAR REQUEST!!
• 225g softened unsalted butter
• 375g dark muscovado sugar
• 2 large eggs, beaten
• 1 tsp vanilla extract
• 100g best dark chocolate, melted
• 200g plain flour + 1 tsp bicarbonate of soda
• 250ml boiling water

Grease & line 23x13x7cm loaf tin, heat oven to 190ºC (gas 5/6)
Cream butter & sugar together, add beaten eggs + vanilla (with a little 
flour), fold in melted chocolate. 
Add combined dry ingredients alternatively with water in small parts each 
to gradually form a batter.
Pour into lined tin, bake for 15 minutes uncovered. 
Cover with foil, bake 15 minutes more.
Reduce oven to 160ºC (gas 3/4) bake 15 minutes or until skewer comes 
out fairly clean (this is a slightly sticky cake). 
Remove from tin when cold (improves with time, keeps up to one week but 
never lasts that long)!!
ENJOY! 

A Prayer For September
Dear Lord
In this month of September, we acknowledge Your hand in every gift and every 
challenge we overcome. Like the seasons, Your love for us is ever-changing yet 
constant. As the harvest ripens, reminding us of nature's trust in the cycle of life,  
so does our faith deepen, rooted in the certainty of Your promises.      Amen

Did You Know…
That the last day of August was the feast of St Aidan, the missionary who 
evangelised northern England in the seventh century AD.
Aidan travelled widely across the British Isles, especially in Northumbria, 
raising and educating orphans, freeing slaves and founding churches and 
schools. King Oswald gave him Holy Island on which to found a monastery 
and he became the first Bishop of Lindisfarne. He is recognised as a Saint by 
the Anglican Church, the Catholic Church and Eastern Orthodox Church!
Aidan died in 651 AD which is around the time the stone churches along the 
Tyne Valley were being built. Let’s imagine the Holy Bishop walking along the 
‘river road’, and other highways of the day, looking for good locations to do 
his works…



 

Summer holiday fun!!
We needed to travel no further than Stocksfield Methodist church 
to experience an amazing summer holiday this August. 
No worrying about long airport queues. 
No worrying about the weather. 
No worrying about what we had forgotten to pack.
On four occasions in August a team of volunteers took a party of  
people on holiday without the need to even leave Stocksfield. 
It  was a fully inclusive deal too -  all  activities and refreshments 
were provided. 

As on all holidays, the time flew by - games were played and holiday snaps were looked at. 
Previous holiday memories were shared and new memories were made as laughter filled the 
room.
A huge amount of  time and effort  had been put  into planning and executing this inaugural  
adventure. 
Thank you so much to everyone involved in making this a dream holiday. What a success!.
And…. no clothes to wash when we returned each day.

Brilliant!!

FIRST @ FOUR
Sunday Sept 1st 4pm, St John’s Hall
Our topic this month is ‘New Beginnings’
Please bring a backpack or bag that can be 
used to carry things to school or work. 
We share stories, songs, snacks, prayers 
&  activities.  This  service  lasts  about 
45mins  and  is  for  everyone  –  ALL  are 
welcome and it is always good fun!

Back To School
This month more than 10.7 million children will be going back to school. 
Regular bedtime routines are back, packed lunches planned, uniforms 
ready to go.
For children reassuring hugs are very important.
While it is normal to feel a bit anxious before going back to school, there 
are things that parents & grown ups can do to help. 
Talking & listening are most important;  perhaps saying a little prayer 
before bedtime. Reading supportive books or something from a child’s 
story Bible can also encourage their faith and remind them that they 
don’t have to face the ups and downs of school life all on their own.



Each month we pray for the residents of all areas within the parishes of 
Bywell & Mickley, and for local businesses and schools. 
In September we are praying for: 
Residents of Apperley Dene, Broomley, Hindley
Those who live and work on farms in Stocksfield. Bywell & Mickley
Users of the Church Hall
Visitors to St Peter’s
Stocksfield Methodist Church & Stocksfield Baptist Church
CHURCH OPENING: 
St Peter’s is open Thursday to Sunday 10 am - 3 pm 
St John’s is open every day 
St George’s is open at service times and by arrangement 
In a busy world, our churches offer us a space; a moment of calm and quietness in 
which to draw breath and collect our thoughts. Many people enjoy walking, and do so 
around Bywell, so do go into the church, take a moment… 
Similarly, why not visit St George’s and enjoy the peace of our churchyards 
- or sit in the garden at St John’s. 

CHURCH SERVICES FOR JUNE
SUNDAY CHURCH TIME SERVICE

Sun 1st Sept St Peter’s 9.30 am Holy Communion 
with choir participating

Sun 1st Sept St George’s 11.00 am Service of the Word

Sun 1st Sept St John’s 4.00 pm First @ Four

Wed 4th Sept St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion

Wed 11th Sept St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion

Sun 15th Sept St Peter’s 9.30 am Service of the Word

Sun 15th Sept St George’s 11.00 am Holy Communion

Sun 15th Sept St Peter’s 5.00 pm Choral Evensong

Wed 18th Sept St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion

Sun 22nd Sept St John’s 10.00 am Joint Holy Communion 

Wed 25th Sept St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion

Sun 29th Sept St. George’s 10.00 am Joint Benefice Holy Communion

OUR CONTACT DETAILS: 
Telephone: 07342 599803 

Email: stocksfieldchurchofengland@gmail.com 
Website: www.stocksfieldchurchofengland.org 

“Quote”
We were not put on this earth to 

see through each other…. 
But to see each other through. – Peter de Vries 


