Week by week we pray for the residents of all areas within the parishes
of Bywell & Mickley, and for local businesses and schools.

In May we are praying for:

Residents of South Parade, Guessburn, Ridley Mill, Old Ridley, New Ridley
Road, Ladywell

Tynedale Hospice at Home

Local Veterinary Practices

Stocksfield Cricket Club and sports fields

Stocksfield Golf Club

CHURCH OPENING:

St Peter’s is open Thursday to Sunday 10 am - 3 pm
St John’s is open every day
St George’s is open at service times and by arrangement

In a busy world, our churches offer us a space; a moment of calm and quietness
in which to draw breath and collect our thoughts. Many people enjoy walking, and
do so around Bywell, so do go into the church, take a moment...

Similarly, why not visit St George’s and enjoy the peace of our churchyards - or
sit in the garden at St John'’s.

Wed May 1 St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion
Sun May 5 St Peter's 9.30 am Holy Communion
Sun May 5 St George’s 11.00 am Service of the Word
Sun May 5 St John’s 4.00 pm First @ Four
Wed May 8 St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion
Sun May12 St John’s 10.00 am Joint H’glsyégr?sr%Tunion*
Wed May15 St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion
Sun May 19 St Peter's 9.30 am Servi;zrﬁl;?oes:Nord
Sun May 19 St George’s 11.00 am HO%S&Z&:TO“
Wed May 22 St John’s 3.00 pm Holy Communion
Sun May 26 St Johns 10.00 am Joint H°'3’Tf1?r‘]°i$m“"i°” :
Wed May 29 St John's 3.00 pm Holy Communion

* “Coffee & Cake” are served in the church hall after Sunday services at St John’s

OUR CONTACT DETAILS:

Telephone: 07342 599803
Email: stocksfieldchurchofengland@gmail.com
Website: www.stocksfieldchurchofengland.org
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26" May is Trinity Sunday.

Many people, when they think about it all, struggle to understand the
concept of a God that is Three in One.

So, the following may just help us...

Question: How many colours does your television set use?
Answer:  Just three: red, green, blue - known as "RGB".

These are TV's three primary colours which, when their luminescence
is fired at your eyes, give all the colours of the visible spectrum. These
are all ‘additive’ colours. In fact, mix these three together in different
proportions, and your screen can offer you 16 million colours!

A TV set positively gives out light in three different colours.
You'll soon call out the repair man if your television loses one of its
three colours and all the presenters look as though they came from
Mars. But changing the intensity of any one colour even slightly
changes the overall colour. Switch them all off, and you get BLACK. Let
all three of them shine brightly at one point - it's WHITE!

It's a parable which illustrates the Holy Trinity. Three completely
distinct persons - Father, Son and Holy Spirit

Take away any one member of the Trinity, and you slip into
theological error; take away any one of the three colours, and you call
out the TV repair engineer!

So - It DOES matter that God is our Creator and
Father, otherwise our whole life is merely a
meaningless illusion.

It DOES matter that Jesus is God the Son, otherwise
His death is simply a human tragedy, with no
promise of salvation or eternal life.

It DOES matter that the Holy Spirit is with us here
and now, otherwise we are disconnected from God.

FATHER

Just as a TV set can produce white by the equal intensity of all of its
three colours, the more it seems that the doctrine of the Trinity is far
from being a complicated bit of theological nonsense, but is a sort of
theological “test-card”, to make sure that we’ve got the right picture of
God, without distortion.
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Did you know...

The Day of Pentecost (Whit Sunday) is celebrated this year on
May 19th.

The Day of Pentecost marks fifty days since Easter Day and
brings the Easter season to an end. It is a major feast of the
Church’s year when Christians recall how God’s Holy Spirit was
given to the disciples after Jesus’ ascension, empowering them
to begin the work of making disciples of all nations.

Pentecost (which comes from the Greek word for ‘fiftieth’) has
its roots in the Jewish Feast of Weeks. The colour most often
associated with Pentecost is red, representing the tongues of
fire which the Acts of the Apostles describes appearing above
the heads of the disciples as a sign that they had received the
Holy Spirit.

With its focus on God’s Spirit being poured out on believers,
Pentecost is one of the most popular days for baptisms and
confirmations in the Church’s year.

Pentecost is also referred to as Whit Sunday (or Whitsun),
especially in the northwest, where traditional parades called
Whit Walks take place, often featuring brass bands.

The Church of England website.

Sunday 5th May, Prayer for May

L]
4 pm at St John’s. Flrst @ Four For Pentecost (Whitsun)

The service this month is called ‘Beginning from
Jerusalem’ and follows what happened next to the | | O God, we cannot do your
disciples after Jesus’ resurrection. will unless you help us.

- There will be stories, songs, a| |send the Holy Spirit into
snack, prayers and activities, with .
= our lives to show us how

= something to take away. The )
service will last about 45 minutes. | |to live.
Everyone (0-80yrs) is welcome at

» this service. Always good fun. Time and Again Prayers

Quote For May...
The coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost was the coming of a
missionary Spirit... Those who received the Holy Spirit became
witnesses.

Roland Allen (1868- 1947), British Anglican missionary

Christian Aid is a global movement of
people, churches and local organisations.

They are the change-makers, the
' peacemakers, the mighty of heart.

It aims are to stand together.

For dignity. For equality. For justice.
For more than 75 years, Christian Aid has provided practical support
to the marginalised global neighbours,
of all faiths and none, and campaigned for justice.

It is working to eradicate poverty by tackling its root causes.

With your help, Christian Aid can work towards a world where
families can escape the trap of poverty and fulfil their ambitions.

With your support, more families can build reliable and diverse
incomes that bring them food security, better health, safer homes,
increased resilience and hope.

As there will not be a street collection in Stocksfield a
Christian Aid coffee morning at the Methodist Church
on Saturday May 4th from 10am is being held.
There will be cakes and a Bring & Buy stall.

For details of how to donate to Christian Aid online, visit:
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week

St. John’s Garden Update

What a joy it is to walk along Meadowfield Road, pee
over the hedge, and look towards the garden at St
John’s church. It is a delight to sit in the garden and
spend time in peaceful contemplation.Having the [
opportunity to worship in the garden is also so special.

We cannot thank Helen and our congregation of “Weeders, Waterers and
Wanderers” enough for making the garden look so beautiful.
Thank you one and all.

However, it is also a fabulous ‘extra’ facility to offer users of the hall, especially in
the warmer months. We have some forthcoming children’s birthday parties in the
hall, and the use of outdoor space is an added attraction - no doubt, it probably
offers great pleasure to the adults to give the children the opportunity to let off
steam! The hidden stepping stones through the flower bed enchant the younger
children, especially if you suggest it is a fairy glade.

For further details or to book St John’s Hall please visit our website:
www.stocksfieldchurchofengland.org (click on “More” tab)
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